ized 36 papers for the special theme issues of Journal of Fire Technology. The authors of these selected papers were invited to submit the revised and enhanced version of their SiFÕ08 conference papers for possible publication in the special theme issues of the journal. The papers were reviewed as per the journal policy and the authors were again asked to address the comments of the reviewers. Based on the reviews and revisions, 15 papers were selected for publication in two theme issues of Journal of Fire Technology. The 15 papers are grouped in two issues: first issue dealing with papers relating to steel and composite structures, and the second issue dealing with concrete, timber, and lightweight framing construction.
The seven papers in Issue 1 present results from both experimental and numerical studies on various fire resistance topics related to steel and composite structures. The papers range from the topic of membrane action in composite floor slabs to the subject of effect of location of fire induced restraint in steel beams.
The second issue contains eight papers dealing with fire resistance of concrete, timber, and lightweight framing construction. The topics in this issue range from fire performance of bolted timber connections to fire induced spalling in high strength concrete beams.
The papers in these two special issues draw on the experience and special knowledge of academics and practitioners both in the academia and research organizations in Belgium, China, Czechoslovakia, France, Italy, New Zealand, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, and the United States of America. The efforts of these authors and the critical assessment of the papers by reviewers, whose time and expertise are reflected in the quality of this publication, are gratefully acknowledged.
I am thankful to my Ph.D. student Mr. Monther Dwikat for his valuable support in organizing the reviews and also in finalizing the papers for this special issue of the Journal. Finally, I would like to acknowledge fellow SiF steering committee members (J. M. Franssen University of Liege, Belgium; A. Buchanan, University of Cantebury, New Zealand; and Paulo Vila Real, University of Aveiro, Portugal) and SiFÕ08 organizing Committee Co-Chairs (K.H. Tan and C.H Tan, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore) for their efforts in organizing the ''5th International Conference on SiF'', without which the special theme issues would not have become a reality. 
